RUSSIAN ENGINEER

" That is the difference between what I was
taught as a boy in England and the teaching of the
Soviet to-day/5'I replied.

I was perfectly frank, and told him his best way
of getting over the whole affair was to let me have
my own way, make reports, submit them and leave
the rest to him. If he liked 1 could go ahead, but it
was impossible for me to work if I was to receive
no co-operation. Nor would I continue to act for
him if my suggestions for the improvements of the
workers5 conditions were not acted upon.

Lukatskoff rapidly got over his temporary anger,
and asked me to lunch with him. I could hardly
help smiling at this, for 1 knew him as a man of
extremely frugal habits, in spite of the enormous
power he wielded. He dismissed the director like a
naughty schoolboy, and then produced " lunch."
One had to see Lukatskoff at lunch to realise that
here was a really great man. He demands sacrifices
of all classes of the community, but unlike some of
his comrades, he shares those sacrifices himself.
His lunch that day consisted of some bread and
cheese* with only the tea5 which we shared, to wash
It down.

During the meal we talked of the theatre amongst
other things, and I found that Lukatskoff took a
keen interest in this branch of art, and was in fact
an advanced intellectual, but blessed with the
ability to understand mentalities different from his
OWE, He stands out in my memory as one of the
few active men which the Revolution has produced ;